


e. Any undue hostility between child and parent.
2. Evaluate home of each parent, considering:
a. Presence of other adultsin home, their relationship to parent, and attitude towards child.
b. Presence of other childrenin home.
¢. Amount of space in home.
d. Quality of neighborhood.
e. Proximity to school or child care facility.
f. Proximity to health care services.
g. Proximity to members of extended family.
h. Proximity to recreational facilities.
3. Evaluate each parent's plan for child care, such as:
a. In-home care by custodial parent who will not work outside of home.
b. In-home care by relative of child.
c. In-home care by professional child care provider.
d. Professional child care facility in home of provider.
e. Professional child care facility in nonresidential center.
f. Public or private after-school recreational program.
4. Compare school program available at school child would attend.
5. Evaluate character of each parent, considering:
a. Physical headlth.
b. Mental health.
c. Philosophy of child discipline.

d. Criminal activity.



e. Drug or alcohol abuse.

f. Sexual orientation.

g. Past conduct.

h. Other attributes as they affect best interests of child.
6. Determine ability of each parent to provide for child financialy, considering:

a. Employment or employability.

b. Income.

c. Medical and dental expenses of child.

d. Other extraordinary household expenses.
7. Determine each parent's intentions concerning religious or ethical training of child.
8. Determine availability of extracurricular activities to child in each custodial arrangement.

9. Determine whether either parent intends to move from Pennsylvaniain foreseeable future,
and if so, effect this might have on relationship of child to noncustodial parent.

10. Determine whether child possesses sufficient maturity or capacity to state informed
preference for custody, and if so, determine preferences, and reasons for the preferences.

11. Evaluate attitude of each parent toward other parent, and determine whether each will
encourage child to maintain close relationship with noncustodial parent [SEE 23 Pa. Cons. Stat.
S5303].

12. If more than one child, determine importance of awarding custody to same parent,
considering:

a. Relationship between siblings, and benefit to siblings from that relationship.
b. Overall best interests of each child.

13. Determine feasibility of shared custody considering [SEE Inre Wesley J.K., 299 Pa. Super.
504, 445 A.2d 1243, 1249 (1982)]:

NOTE: Centre County Courts are reluctant to order shared physical custody in the
absence of agreement between biological parents.
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a. Whether both parents are capable of fulfilling custodial role.
b. Whether both parents desire continuing involvement with child.
c. Whether child sees both parents as sources of security and love.

d. Whether both parents are able to communicate and cooperate in promoting the child's
best interests.

' 269.111 Visitation and Partial Custody
NOTE: Partia custody istheright to take physical possession and control of the child for
alimited period of time. Visitation istime spent with the child in the company of the custodial
parent [23 Pa. Cons. Stat. S 5302; Pa. R.C.P. No. 1915.1(b); See Scott V. Scott, 240 Pa. Super.
65, 368 A.2d 288, 291 (1976)]. The terms are not always accurately used and sufficiently
distinguished.
1. Determine best interests of the child in arranging visitation and partial custody with:
a. Noncustodial parent.
b. Grandparents.

c. Others.

2. Determine whether visitation or partial custody schedule must be specified or whether
parties can simply agree on "reasonable” visitation or partial custody.

3. If visitation or partia custody is to be unspecified, determine amount of prior notice
required by custodial parent.

4. If specific schedule is required, determine following:
a Period of exercise, such as:
(1) Weekly.
(2) Semi-weekly.
(3) Other.
b. Whether partial custody overnight is appropriate.

c. Division of holidays and other specia occasions.
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d. Periodsfor longer periods of partial custody during school vacation.
e. Pickup and return timesfor all periods of partial custody.

5. Determine any desired limitations or necessary authorizations concerning taking children
out of Pennsylvania.

6. Determine who will bear cost of travel of children and of noncustodia parent incurred in
exercise of visitation and partial custody.
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Thisguideisfor client educational purposes only and is not intended to substitute for legal
advice. Every custody caseisunique and will be governed by the facts of the case, not just
general legal principles.



